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Sources:
Carols 1-32: Martin Shaw and Percy Dearmer, eds., The English Carol Book: First Series (London: A. R.
Mowbray & Co., Ltd., 1913)
•
•
•
•
•

Carol 7, Christ Is Born
Carol 9, The First Nowell
Carol 13, Good King Wenceslas
Carol 19, In Dulci Jubilo
Carol 21, The Crown Of Roses (When Jesus Christ Was Yet A Child)

Carols 33-54: Martin Shaw and Percy Dearmer, eds., The English Carol Book: Second Series (London: A. R.
Mowbray & Co., Ltd., 1919)
•

Carol 51, This Endris Night

Hymns: W. H. Monk and C. Steggall, eds., Hymns Ancient and Modern (London: William Clowes and Sons,
Ltd., "Old Edition, 1889," reprinted 1906)
•
•
•
•
•

Hymn 59, O Come, All Ye Faithful
Hymn 62, While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Hymn 79, As With Gladness, Men Of Old
Hymn 329, Once In Royal David's City
Hymn 622, Virgin-Born! We Bow Before Thee
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One evening in September 2004, I received a copy of The English Carol Book: Complete Edition
by Martin Shaw and Percy Dearmer (1938). On the back cover was a handwritten note, "Carol
Service, 1947," No mention was made of which hymnal was being used. I obtained this copy
from a bookstore in Rockport, Massachusetts, USA. I posted this finding to the Christmas
International Group at Yahoo.com.
The next day, a member of the group, Alan E. Mack, posted the following message:
In all probability it was the British hymnal Hymns Ancient and Modern, Standard
Edition, 1924. If this were so, the hymns would be #59: "O come all ye faithful;" #62:
"While shepherds watched their flocks by night;" #79: "As with gladness men of old;"
#329 "Once in royal David's city;" and #622: "Virgin-born we bow before thee."
Assuming a British and Anglican provenance for the service because the book of carols
on the back of which was inscribed the order of service was edited by Percy Dearmer, a
well-known Anglican priest and hymnographer, and because British Anglicans are
famous for this kind of service, I searched through online indices of 25 British, Canadian,
and American Anglican hymnals from the mid-nineteenth through 1940 and this was the
only one in which all of the hymn numbers referred to hymns that made sense in this
setting. (In many of the others some hymn numbers, for instance, referred to Lenten or
Holy Week hymns.) For those of you who are interested, the source is the Oremus
Hymnal, http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/index.html . Click on the drop-down box
labeled Numerical Indexes to the Hymnals, and highlight one and then click on "go." You
will get a numeric index.
You are free to reproduce this document. It is in the public domain, unless the original creator of
the carol service claims copyright. If you are the original author, please contact me immediately
at the web site listed below. I will either give credit, or remove this document, as the original
author desires, upon proof of authorship.
Douglas D. Anderson
The Hymns And Carols of Christmas
www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com
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Order of Performance
Carol 9, The First Nowell
Genesis 3: 11-15
Carol 53, What Child Is This?
Hymn 62,While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Genesis 22: 15-18
Carol 7, Christ Is Born!
Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7
Carol 13, Good King Wenceslas
Isaiah 59:20 - 60.3
Carol 21, Tschaikowsky's Legend: The Crown of Roses (When Jesus Christ)
Malachi 3: 1-4
Hymn 622 (tune 2), Virgin-Born! We Bow Before Thee
Luke 1: 26-33, 38
Hymn 329, Once In Royal David's City
Matthew 1: 18-23
Carol 51, This Endris Night I Saw A Sight
Matthew 2, 1-12
Carol 19, In Dulci Jubilo
Hymn 79, As With Gladness, Men of Old
John 1:1-14
Hymn 59, O Come, All Ye Faithful
Concluding Prayer
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The First Nowell
For Christmas Day In The Morning
Alternate Title: A Carol For The Epiphany
Words & Music: Traditional English carol of the 16th or 17th century, but possibly dating
from as early as the 13th Century. This combination of tune and lyrics first appeared in the
early 1800s.
1. The first nowell the Angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay.
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,
In a cold winter’s night that was so deep.
Chorus
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell.
Born is the King is Israel.
2. They looked up and saw a Star
Shining in the East, beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night. Chorus
3. And by the light of that same Star
There came three wise men from countries far:
To seek for a King was their intent,
And to follow the Star wherever it went. Chorus
4. This Star drew nigh to the North West;
And at Bethlehem Jury she took up her rest.
And there she did both stop and stay,
Right over the house where the King did lay. Chorus
5. Then entered in these wise men three,
Most reverently upon their knee,
And offered there, in his presence,
Both gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Chorus
6. Now let us all with one accord
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord;
Which hath made heaven and earth of naught,
And by his blood mankind hath bought. Chorus
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Genesis 3: 11-15
Genesis 3
11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree, whereof I
commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat?
12 And the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree,
and I did eat.
13 And the LORD God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast done? And the woman
said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat.
14 And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed
above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt
thou eat all the days of thy life:
15 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.
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What Child Is This?
Version 1
Words: William Chatterton Dix, 1865.
These modified stanzas are from Dix' poem The Manger Throne.
Music: "Greensleeves," 16th Century English melody
Meter: 8 7 8 7
1. What Child is this, who, laid to rest
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet,
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
2. Why lies He in such mean estate,
Where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christians, fear, for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.
Nails, spear, shall pierce him through,
The cross be borne, for me, for you.
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh,
Come, peasant, king, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings,
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
Raise, raise a song on high,
The Virgin sings her lullaby.
Joy, joy for Christ is born,
The Babe, the Son of Mary.
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While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks
Alternate Titles:
While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks By Night
The Vision Of The Shepherds
Words: Nahum Tate, circa 1700, first appeared in Tate and Brady's Psalter, 1702.
Music: "Christmas," George Frederick Handel, 1728; arranged in Harmonia Sacra, 1812,
1. While shepherds watch'd their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,
The Angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.
2. "Fear not," said he, for mighty dread
Had seized their troubled mind.
"Glad tidings of great joy I bring
To you and all mankind.
3. "To you in David's town this day
Is born of David's line
A Saviour, Who is Christ the Lord,
And this shall be the sign.
4. "The heavenly Babe you there shall find
To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapp'd in swaddling bands,
And in a manger laid."
5. Thus spake the Seraph; and forthwith
Appear'd a heavenly throng
Of Angels praising God, who thus,
Address'd their joyful song.
6. "All glory be to God on high,
And to the earth be peace;
Good will henceforth from Heav'n to earth
Begin and never cease!"

Page 12

Carol Service, 1947

Page 13

Carol Service, 1947

This page is intentionally blank.

Page 14

Carol Service, 1947

Genesis 22: 15-18
Genesis 22
15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,
16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing,
and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son:
17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of
the heaven, and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his
enemies;
18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my
voice.
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Christ Is Born!
Words: Unknown
Music: Geoffrey Shaw
1. Christ is born! Christ is born!
Ring the news on Christmas morn;
Mary's Son! Mary's Son!
Come and laud him, every one:
"Glory be to God on high,"
Joyful Angels make reply.
2. Lo! the star! Lo! the Star!
Guides the wise men from afar.
Now it stays! Now it stays!
In the manger offer praise:
"Glory be to God on high,"
Joyful Angels make reply.
3. Shepherds, go! Shepherds, go!
Bethlehem shall wonders show;
You shall find! You shall find!
Mary's babe Lord of Mankind:
"Glory be to God on high,"
Joyful Angels make reply.
4. Peace on earth! Peace on earth!
Heralds in the virgin birth.
Give God thanks! Give God thanks!
Now we join the heavenly ranks:
"Glory be to God on high,"
Joyful Angels make reply.
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Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7
Isaiah 9
2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace.
7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
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Good King Wenceslas
Words: John Mason Neale (1818-1866); first appeared in Carols for Christmas-Tide, 1853,
by Neale and Thomas Helmore. Neale may have written the hymn some time earlier: he
related the story on which it is based in Deeds of Faith (1849). The historical Wenceslas was
Duke of Bohemia.
Music: "Tempus Adest Floridum" ("Spring has unwrapped her flowers"), a 13th Century
spring carol; first published in the Swedish Piae Cantiones, 1582.
1. Good King Wenceslas looked out,
On the Feast of Stephen,
When the snow lay round about,
Deep, and crisp, and even:
Brightly shone the moon that night,
Though the frost was cruel,
When a poor man came in sight,
Gathering winter fuel.
2. "Hither page and stand by me,
If thou know'st it, telling,
Yonder peasant, who is he,
Where and what his dwelling?"
"Sire, he lives a good league hence,
Underneath the mountain,
Right against the forest fence,
By Saint Agnes' fountain."
3. "Bring me flesh and bring me wine,
Bring me pine logs hither:
Thou and I will see him dine,
When we bear them thither."
Page and monarch forth they went,
Forth they went together;
Though the rude wind's wild lament,
And the bitter weather.
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4. "Sire, the night is darker now,
And the wind blows stronger;
Fails my heart, I know now how,
I can go no longer."
"Mark my footsteps, my good page;
Tread thou in them boldly;
Thou shalt find the winter's rage
Freeze thy blood less coldly."
5. In his master's steps he trod,
Where the snow lay dinted;
Heat was in the very sod
Which the Saint had printed.
Therefore, Christian men, be sure,
Wealth or rank possessing,
Ye who now will bless the poor,
Shall yourselves find blessing.
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Isaiah 59:20 - 60:3
Isaiah 59
20 And the Redeemer shall come to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob,
saith the LORD.
21 As for me, this is my covenant with them, saith the LORD; My spirit that is upon thee, and
my words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of the mouth
of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, from henceforth and for
ever.
Isaiah 60
1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.
2 For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD
shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee.
3 And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.
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When Jesus Christ Was Yet A Child
Words: From The Russian
Music: P. Tschaikowsky
1. When Jesus Christ was yet a child,
He had a garden small and wild,
Wherein he cherished roses fair,
And wove them into garlands there.
2. Now once, as summer time drew nigh,
There came a troop of children by,
And seeing roses on the tree,
With shouts they plucked them merrily.
3. “Do you bind roses in your hair?”
They cried, in scorn, to Jesus there.
The Boy said humbly: “Take, I pray,
All but the naked thorns away.”
4. Then of the thorns they made a crown,
And with rough fingers pressed it down,
Till on his forehead fair and young,
Red drops of blood, like roses sprung.
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Malachi 3: 1-4
1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the LORD,
whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye
delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.
2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is
like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap:
3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and
purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.
4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the days of
old, and as in former years.
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Virgin-Born! We Bow Before Thee
Words: Bishop Reginald Heber, Alt.
1. Virgin-born! we bow before Thee!
Blessed was the womb that bore Thee,
Mary, Maid and Mother mild,
Blessed was she in her Child.
2. Blessed was the breast that fed Thee,
Blessed was the hand that led Thee;
Blessed was the parent's eye,
That watch'd Thy slumbering infancy.
3. Blessed she by all creation
Who brought forth the world's salvation;
And blessed they -- for ever blest,
Who love Thee most and serve Thee best.
4. Virgin born! we bow before Thee;
Blessed was the womb that bore Thee,
Mary, Maid and Mother mild,
Blessed was she in her Child.
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Luke 1: 26-33, 38
26 And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth,
27 To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David; and the
virgin's name was Mary.
28 And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women.
29 And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be.
30 And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favour with God.
31 And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name
JESUS.
32 He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give
unto him the throne of his father David:
33 And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no
end.
38 And Mary said, Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And
the angel departed from her.

Page 33

Carol Service, 1947

Once In Royal David's City
"The Child Jesus"
Words: Cecil Frances Humphreys Alexander, Hymns for Little Children, 1848.
Music: "Irby," Henry John Gauntlett, 1849.
1. Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a Mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that Mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.
2. He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Savior holy.
3. And, through all His wondrous Childhood,
He would honor and obey,
Love, and watch the lowly Maiden,
In whose gentle arms He lay:
Christian children all must be
Mild, obedient, good as He.
4. For he is our childhood's pattern;
Day by day, like us He grew;
He was little, weak and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us He knew;
And He feeleth for our sadness,
And He shareth in our gladness.
5. And our eyes at last shall see Him,
Through His own redeeming love;
For that Child so dear and gentle
Is our Lord in Heav'n above,
And He leads His children on
To the place where He is gone.
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6. Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see Him; but in Heaven,
Set at God's right hand on high;
Where like stars His children crown'd
All in white shall wait around.
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Matthew 1: 18-23
Matthew 1
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to
Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
19 Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away privily.
20 But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a
dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
21 And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his
people from their sins.
22 Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet, saying,
23 Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name
Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
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This Endris Night
Alternate Title: The Virgin and Child
Words and Music: 15th Century England
The earliest manuscript containing the song comes from c. 1475
1. This endris night
I saw a sight,
A star as bright as day;
And ever among
A maiden sung,
"Lullay, by by, lullay."
2. This lovely lady sat and sang, and to her Child did say -"My son, my brother, father dear, why liest Thou thus in hay.
My sweetest bird,
Thus 'tis required
Though thou be king veray;
But ne'ertheless,
I will not cease
To sing By by, lullay."
3. The Child then spake in His talking, and to His mother said -"I am in sooth renowned as king, in crib though I be laid:
For Angels bright
To me alight,
Thou knowest 'tis no Nay,
And of that sight
Thou mayst delight
To sing By by, lullay."
4. "Now sweet Son, since thou art s king, why art thou laid in stall?
Why dost not order thy bedding in some great prince's hall?
Me thinketh 'tis right
That king or knight
Should lie in good array;
And then among
It were no wrong
To sing By by, lullay."
5. "Mary mother, I am thy child, though I be laid in stall,
Lords and dukes shall worship Me, and so shall princes all;
Ye shall well see
That monarchs three
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Shall come on this twelfth day;
For this behest
Give me thy breast
To sing By by, lullay."
6. "Now tell, sweet Son, I three pray, thou art my love and dear,
How should I keep thee to thy pay, and make thee glad of cheer;
For all Thy will
I would fulfil
Thou knowest full well in fay,
And for all this
I will thee kiss
To sing By by, lullay."
7. "My mother dear, when time it be, thou take me up on loft,
And set me then upon thy knee, and handle me full soft;
And in thy arm
Thou wilt me warm,
And keep me night and day;
And if I weep
And may not sleep,
Thou sing By by, lullay."
8. "Now sweet Son, since it is come so, that all is at thy will,
I pray thee grant to me a boon, if it be right and skill,
That child or man
That will or can
Be merry upon my day;
To bliss thou bring,
And I shall sing
Lullay, by by, lullay."

Footnotes:
1. Ver. 1: "Endris" = last.
2. Ver. 2: "Veray" = very, true.
3. Ver 3: "No Nay" = not to be denied.
4. Ver 6: "ay" = faith.
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Matthew 2: 1-12
Matthew 2
1 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem,
2 Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and
are come to worship him.
3 When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
4 And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born.
5 And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,
6 And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out
of thee shall come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.
7 Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of them diligently what time
the star appeared.
8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.
9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east,
went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
11 And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother,
and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented
unto him gifts; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.
12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into
their own country another way.
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In Dulci Jubilo
Words: Nun singet und seid froh, Attributed to Heinrich Suso (ca. 1295-1366). Folklore has
it that Suso, hearing angels sing these words, joined them in a dance of worship.
This translation by George Radcliffe Woodward.
Music: "In Dulci Jubilo," 14th Century German melody
A 14th century macaronic (i.e., mixed text German-Latin carol)
1. In dulci iubilo,
Now sing we all i-o
He, my love, my wonder,
Li'th in presepio,
Like any sunbeam, yonder
Matris in gremio,
Alpha es et O, Alpha es et O!
2. O Jesu parvule
I yearn for thee alway:
Listen to my ditty,
O puer optime
Have pity on me, pity;
O princeps gloriae.
Trahe me post te, Trahe me post te!
3. O Patris caritas!
O Nati lenitas!
All with us was over,
Per nostra crimina:
But then thou didst recover
Coelorum gaudia
O that we were there!
4. Ubi sunt gaudia
If that they be not there?
Angels there are singing,
Nova cantica,
Sweet bells the while a-ringing
In regis curia.
O that we were there.
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As With Gladness, Men of Old
Words: William Chatterton Dix, 1860. He wrote this on the day of the Epiphany, while sick
in bed. It was first published in Dix' Hymns of Love and Joy.
Music: "Dix," adapted by William Henry Monk from the original "Treuer Heiland, Wir
Sind Heir" by Conrad Kocher, Stimmen aus dem Reiche Gottes, 1838.
1. As with gladness, men of old
Did the guiding star behold
As with joy they hailed its light
Leading onward, beaming bright
So, most glorious Lord, may we
Evermore be led to Thee.
2. As with joyful steps they sped
Saviour, to Thy lowly bed
There to bend the knee before
Thee Whom heaven and earth adore;
So may we with willing feet
Ever seek Thy mercy seat.
3. As they offered gifts most rare
At Thy cradle rude and bare;
So may we with holy joy,
Pure and free from sin's alloy,
All our costliest treasures bring,
Christ, to Thee, our heavenly King.
4. Holy Jesus, every day
Keep us in the narrow way;
And, when earthly things are past,
Bring our ransom'd souls at last
Where they need no star to guide,
Where no clouds Thy glory hide.
5. In the Heav'nly country bright,
Need they no created light;
Thou its Light, its Joy, its Crown,
Thou its Sun which goes not down;
There for ever may we sing
Alleluias to our King.
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John 1:1-14
John 1
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 The same was in the beginning with God.
3 All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.
4 In him was life; and the life was the light of men.
5 And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.
7 The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might
believe.
8 He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
9 That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
10 He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.
11 He came unto his own, and his own received him not.
12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to
them that believe on his name:
13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of
God.
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
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O Come, All Ye Faithful
Hymn on the Prose for Christmas Day
Words: "Adeste Fideles," Verses 1-4, John Francis Wade (c. 1711-1786), circa 1743 / 4
Verses 5-7: Abbé Étienne Jean François Borderies (1764-1832), 1822
Also known as the Portuguese Hymn
Verses 1-4 translated from Latin to English by Frederick Oakeley (1802-1880), 1841;
Verses 5, 6 and 8 translated by William Thomas Brooke (1848-1917)
Verse 7 translations by Owen West and Michael W. Martin.
Translations of some portions attributed to William Mercer (1811-1873)
Other editors have made other changes.
Music: "Adeste Fideles," John Francis Wade (c. 1711-1786), circa 1743 (or 1744).
Meter: Irregular
Attribution of composition to John Reading is incorrect.
1. O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O Come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him, Born the King of angels;
Refrain
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.
2. God of God, Light of Light,
Lo! he abhors not the Virgin’s womb;
Very God, Begotten not created. Refrain
3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation;
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
"Glory to God, In the highest;" Refrain
4. Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesu, to Thee be glory given;
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing. Refrain
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Concluding Prayer
As selected by the celebrant.
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Source: Frontispiece from Joshua Sylvestre, Christmas Carols - Ancient and Modern (1861,
reprinted by A. Wessels Company, New York, 1901)
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