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Matthew 3 - John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

    1In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea 2and saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near." 3This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
   "A voice of one calling in the desert, 
   'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
      make straight paths for him.' "[a] 

    4John's clothes were made of camel's hair, and he had a leather belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5People went out to him from Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 

    7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he was baptizing, he said to them: "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not think you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10The ax is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire. 

    11"I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 

The Baptism of Jesus 

    13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

    15Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

    16As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 17And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 3:3 Isaiah 40:3 

b. Matthew 3:11 Or in 

Isaiah 40:3

A voice of one calling: 
       "In the desert prepare 
       the way for the LORD [a] ; 
       make straight in the wilderness 
       a highway for our God. [b]

Footnotes:

a. Isaiah 40:3 Or A voice of one calling in the desert: / "Prepare the way for the LORD 

b. Isaiah 40:3 Hebrew; Septuagint make straight the paths of our God 

Matthew 11- Jesus and John the Baptist 

    1After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee.[a] 

    2When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3to ask him, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 

    4Jesus replied, "Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[b]are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 6Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." 

    7As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings' palaces. 9Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written: 
   " 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
      who will prepare your way before you.'[c] 11I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. 13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come. 15He who has ears, let him hear. 

    16"To what can I compare this generation? They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others: 
    17" 'We played the flute for you, 
      and you did not dance; 
   we sang a dirge 
      and you did not mourn.' 18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' 19The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' But wisdom is proved right by her actions." 

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 11:1 Greek in their towns 

b. Matthew 11:5 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 

c. Matthew 11:10 Mal. 3:1

Matthew 14 - John the Baptist Beheaded 

    1At that time Herod the tetrarch heard the reports about Jesus, 2and he said to his attendants, "This is John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead! That is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

    3Now Herod had arrested John and bound him and put him in prison because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, 4for John had been saying to him: "It is not lawful for you to have her." 5Herod wanted to kill John, but he was afraid of the people, because they considered him a prophet. 

    6On Herod's birthday the daughter of Herodias danced for them and pleased Herod so much 7that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked. 8Prompted by her mother, she said, "Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist." 9The king was distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he ordered that her request be granted 10and had John beheaded in the prison. 11His head was brought in on a platter and given to the girl, who carried it to her mother. 12John's disciples came and took his body and buried it. Then they went and told Jesus. 

Matthew 17 - The Transfiguration 

    1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, talking with Jesus. 

    4Peter said to Jesus, "Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." 

    5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud enveloped them, and a voice from the cloud said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen to him!" 

    6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But Jesus came and touched them. "Get up," he said. "Don't be afraid." 8When they looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

    9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, "Don't tell anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the dead." 

    10The disciples asked him, "Why then do the teachers of the law say that Elijah must come first?" 

    11Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all things. 12But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished. In the same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands." 13Then the disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the Baptist. 

Mark 1 - John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

    1The beginning of the gospel about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.[a] 

    2It is written in Isaiah the prophet: 
   "I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
      who will prepare your way"[b]— 
    3"a voice of one calling in the desert, 
   'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
      make straight paths for him.' "[c] 4And so John came, baptizing in the desert region and preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6John wore clothing made of camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7And this was his message: "After me will come one more powerful than I, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8I baptize you with[d] water, but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit." 

Footnotes:

a. Mark 1:1 Some manuscripts do not have the Son of God. 

b. Mark 1:2 Mal. 3:1 

c. Mark 1:3 Isaiah 40:3 

d. Mark 1:8 Or in

Mark 6 – John the Baptist Beheaded

12 [The Apostles] went out and preached that people should repent. 13They drove out many demons and anointed many sick people with oil and healed them. 

John the Baptist Beheaded 

    14 King Herod heard about this, for Jesus' name had become well known. Some were saying,[c] "John the Baptist has been raised from the dead, and that is why miraculous powers are at work in him." 

    15 Others said, "He is Elijah." 
      And still others claimed, "He is a prophet, like one of the prophets of long ago." 

    16 But when Herod heard this, he said, "John, the man I beheaded, has been raised from the dead!" 

    17 For Herod himself had given orders to have John arrested, and he had him bound and put in prison. He did this because of Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, whom he had married. 18 For John had been saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother's wife." 19 So Herodias nursed a grudge against John and wanted to kill him. But she was not able to, 20 because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing him to be a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard John, he was greatly puzzled[d]; yet he liked to listen to him. 

    21 Finally the opportune time came. On his birthday Herod gave a banquet for his high officials and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 22 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his dinner guests. 

   The king said to the girl, "Ask me for anything you want, and I'll give it to you." 23 And he promised her with an oath, "Whatever you ask I will give you, up to half my kingdom." 

    24 She went out and said to her mother, "What shall I ask for?" 
      "The head of John the Baptist," she answered. 

    25 At once the girl hurried in to the king with the request: "I want you to give me right now the head of John the Baptist on a platter." 

    26 The king was greatly distressed, but because of his oaths and his dinner guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27 So he immediately sent an executioner with orders to bring John's head. The man went, beheaded John in the prison, 28 and brought back his head on a platter. He presented it to the girl, and she gave it to her mother. 29 On hearing of this, John's disciples came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. 

Mark 8 - Peter's Confession of Christ 

    27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, "Who do people say I am?" 

    28 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 

    29 "But what about you?" he asked. "Who do you say I am?" 
      Peter answered, "You are the Christ.[a]" 

    30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him. 

Footnotes:

a. Mark 8:29 Or Messiah. "The Christ" (Greek) and "the Messiah" (Hebrew) both mean "the Anointed One."

Luke 1 - The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 

    5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years. 

    8Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside. 

    11Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John. 14He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.[b] 16Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 17And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord." 

    18Zechariah asked the angel, "How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years." 

    19The angel answered, "I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this good news. 20And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time." 

    21Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the temple. 22When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 

    23When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five months remained in seclusion. 25"The Lord has done this for me," she said. "In these days he has shown his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people." 

. . .

Mary Visits Elizabeth 

    39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill country of Judea, 40where she entered Zechariah's home and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the child you will bear! 43But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 45Blessed is she who has believed that what the Lord has said to her will be accomplished!" 

. . .

56Mary stayed with Elizabeth for about three months and then returned home. 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

    57When it was time for Elizabeth to have her baby, she gave birth to a son. 58Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown her great mercy, and they shared her joy. 

    59On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after his father Zechariah, 60but his mother spoke up and said, "No! He is to be called John." 

    61They said to her, "There is no one among your relatives who has that name." 

    62Then they made signs to his father, to find out what he would like to name the child. 63He asked for a writing tablet, and to everyone's astonishment he wrote, "His name is John." 64Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue was loosed, and he began to speak, praising God. 65The neighbors were all filled with awe, and throughout the hill country of Judea people were talking about all these things. 66Everyone who heard this wondered about it, asking, "What then is this child going to be?" For the Lord's hand was with him. 

Zechariah's Song 

    67His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied: 
    68"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, 
      because he has come and has redeemed his people. 
    69He has raised up a horn[d] of salvation for us 
      in the house of his servant David 
    70(as he said through his holy prophets of long ago), 
    71salvation from our enemies 
      and from the hand of all who hate us— 
    72to show mercy to our fathers 
      and to remember his holy covenant, 
    73the oath he swore to our father Abraham: 
    74to rescue us from the hand of our enemies, 
      and to enable us to serve him without fear 
    75in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
    76And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; 
      for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, 
    77to give his people the knowledge of salvation 
      through the forgiveness of their sins, 
    78because of the tender mercy of our God, 
      by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven 
    79to shine on those living in darkness 
      and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the path of peace." 

    80And the child grew and became strong in spirit; and he lived in the desert until he appeared publicly to Israel.

Footnotes:

a. Luke 1:1 Or been surely believed 

b. Luke 1:15 Or from his mother's womb 

c. Luke 1:35 Or So the child to be born will be called holy, 

d. Luke 1:69 Horn here symbolizes strength. 

Luke 3 - John the Baptist Prepares the Way 

    1 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He went into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet: 
   "A voice of one calling in the desert, 
   'Prepare the way for the Lord, 
      make straight paths for him. 
    5Every valley shall be filled in, 
      every mountain and hill made low. 
   The crooked roads shall become straight, 
      the rough ways smooth. 
    6And all mankind will see God's salvation.' "[a] 

    7John said to the crowds coming out to be baptized by him, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our father.' For I tell you that out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 9The axe is already at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire." 

    10"What should we do then?" the crowd asked. 

    11John answered, "The man with two tunics should share with him who has none, and the one who has food should do the same." 

    12Tax collectors also came to be baptized. "Teacher," they asked, "what should we do?" 

    13"Don't collect any more than you are required to," he told 

   them. 14Then some soldiers asked him, "And what should we do?" 
      He replied, "Don't extort money and don't accuse people falsely—be content with your pay." 

    15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might possibly be the Christ.[b] 16John answered them all, "I baptize you with[c] water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 18And with many other words John exhorted the people and preached the good news to them. 

    19But when John rebuked Herod the tetrarch because of Herodias, his brother's wife, and all the other evil things he had done, 20Herod added this to them all: He locked John up in prison. 

Footnotes:

a. Luke 3:6 Isaiah 40:3-5 

b. Luke 3:15 Or Messiah

Luke 7 - Jesus and John the Baptist 

    18 John's disciples told him about all these things. Calling two of them, 19 he sent them to the Lord to ask, "Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?" 

    20 When the men came to Jesus, they said, "John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, 'Are you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?' " 

    21 At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who were blind. 22 So he replied to the messengers, "Go back and report to John what you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy[b] are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is preached to the poor. 23 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me." 

    24After John's messengers left, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: "What did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 25If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear expensive clothes and indulge in luxury are in palaces. 26But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 27This is the one about whom it is written: 
   " 'I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
      who will prepare your way before you.'[c] 28I tell you, among those born of women there is no one greater than John; yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." 

    29(All the people, even the tax collectors, when they heard Jesus' words, acknowledged that God's way was right, because they had been baptized by John. 30But the Pharisees and experts in the law rejected God's purpose for themselves, because they had not been baptized by John.) 

    31"To what, then, can I compare the people of this generation? What are they like? 32They are like children sitting in the marketplace and calling out to each other: 
   " 'We played the flute for you, 
      and you did not dance; 
   we sang a dirge, 
      and you did not cry.' 33For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor drinking wine, and you say, 'He has a demon.' 34The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and you say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and "sinners." ' 35But wisdom is proved right by all her children." 

Footnotes:

a. Luke 7:17 Or the land of the Jews 

b. Luke 7:22 The Greek word was used for various diseases affecting the skin—not necessarily leprosy. 

c. Luke 7:27 Mal. 3:1 

Malachi 3:1: "See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty. 

Luke 9 - Jesus Sends Out the Twelve | Beheading of John the Baptist

    1When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 3He told them: "Take nothing for the journey—no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 4Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 5If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 6So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere. 

    7Now Herod the tetrarch heard about all that was going on. And he was perplexed, because some were saying that John had been raised from the dead, 8others that Elijah had appeared, and still others that one of the prophets of long ago had come back to life. 9 But Herod said, "I beheaded John. Who, then, is this I hear such things about?" And he tried to see him. 

John 1 - The Word Became Flesh 

    1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 

    3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood[a] it. 

    6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to every man was coming into the world.[b] 

    10He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13children born not of natural descent,[c] nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

    14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only,[d] who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

    15John testifies concerning him. He cries out, saying, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' " 16From the fullness of his grace we have all received one blessing after another. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God, but God the One and Only,[e][f]who is at the Father's side, has made him known. 

John the Baptist Denies Being the Christ 

    19Now this was John's testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he was. 20He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, "I am not the Christ.[g]" 

    21They asked him, "Then who are you? Are you Elijah?" 
      He said, "I am not." 
      "Are you the Prophet?" 
      He answered, "No." 

    22Finally they said, "Who are you? Give us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?" 

    23John replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, "I am the voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make straight the way for the Lord.' "[h] 

    24Now some Pharisees who had been sent 25questioned him, "Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?" 

    26"I baptize with[i] water," John replied, "but among you stands one you do not know. 27He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie." 

    28This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 

Jesus the Lamb of God 

    29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one I meant when I said, 'A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.' 31I myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel." 

    32Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.' 34I have seen and I testify that this is the Son of God." 

Jesus' First Disciples 

    35The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, "Look, the Lamb of God!" 

    37When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?" 
      They said, "Rabbi" (which means Teacher), "where are you staying?" 

    39"Come," he replied, "and you will see." 
      So they went and saw where he was staying, and spent that day with him. It was about the tenth hour. 

    40Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, "We have found the Messiah" (that is, the Christ). 42And he brought him to Jesus. 
      Jesus looked at him and said, "You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas" (which, when translated, is Peter[j]). 

Footnotes:

a. John 1:5 Or darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 

b. John 1:9 Or This was the true light that gives light to every man who comes into the world 

c. John 1:13 Greek of bloods 

d. John 1:14 Or the Only Begotten 

e. John 1:18 Or the Only Begotten 

f. John 1:18 Some manuscripts but the only (or only begotten) Son 

g. John 1:20 Or Messiah. "The Christ" (Greek) and "the Messiah" (Hebrew) both mean "the Anointed One"; also in verse 25. 

h. John 1:23 Isaiah 40:3 

i. John 1:26 Or in; also in verses 31 and 33 

j. John 1:42 Both Cephas (Aramaic) and Peter (Greek) mean rock.

John 3 - John the Baptist's Testimony About Jesus 

    22After this, Jesus and his disciples went out into the Judean countryside, where he spent some time with them, and baptized. 23Now John also was baptizing at Aenon near Salim, because there was plenty of water, and people were constantly coming to be baptized. 24 (This was before John was put in prison.) 25An argument developed between some of John's disciples and a certain Jew[i] over the matter of ceremonial washing. 26They came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, that man who was with you on the other side of the Jordan—the one you testified about—well, he is baptizing, and everyone is going to him." 

    27To this John replied, "A man can receive only what is given him from heaven. 28You yourselves can testify that I said, 'I am not the Christ[j] but am sent ahead of him.' 29The bride belongs to the bridegroom. The friend who attends the bridegroom waits and listens for him, and is full of joy when he hears the bridegroom's voice. That joy is mine, and it is now complete. 30He must become greater; I must become less. 

    31"The one who comes from above is above all; the one who is from the earth belongs to the earth, and speaks as one from the earth. The one who comes from heaven is above all. 32He testifies to what he has seen and heard, but no one accepts his testimony. 33The man who has accepted it has certified that God is truthful. 34For the one whom God has sent speaks the words of God, for God[k] gives the Spirit without limit. 35The Father loves the Son and has placed everything in his hands. 36Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."[l]

Footnotes:

a. John 3:3 Or born from above; also in verse 7 

b. John 3:6 Or but spirit 

c. John 3:7 The Greek is plural. 

d. John 3:13 Some manuscripts Man, who is in heaven 

e. John 3:15 Or believes may have eternal life in him 

f. John 3:16 Or his only begotten Son 

g. John 3:18 Or God's only begotten Son 

h. John 3:21 Some interpreters end the quotation after verse 15. 

i. John 3:25 Some manuscripts and certain Jews

Definitions of Baptism (Greek)

Baptise: βαπτιζω

Baptism: βαπτιοσμός

Burke's The Greek English Derivative Dictionary (1806).

Baptize: from the Gr. baptizo, to dip. To administer the ordinance of baptism, to plunge, to overwhelm.

Grove's A Greek and English Dictionary (1846), p. 110:

βαπτιζω – to dip; immerse, immerge, plunge; to wash, cleanse, purify; to baptise; to depress, humble, overwhelm. βαπτιζομαι - to wash one's self, to bathe; to sink, faint, be dejected.
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