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Matthew 19:17-30

The Questions

Read Matthew 19:17-22

1. What is the young man’s internal problem?

2. What does it sound like he is really asking? 

3. Did Jesus say he lacked anything? 

4. How did the young man know he lacked?

5. Does this mean we need to sell everything we own?

6. Isn’t it amazing how Jesus deals with people one on one and takes the time to create a relationship with them?

7. Isn’t it amazing that some people still walk away from Jesus?

Read Matthew 19:23-30

8. Can a camel go through the eye of a needle?

9. Then what does the rich man contribute to his salvation?

10. What doe the poor man contribute to his salvation? 

11. How has verse 26 been true in your life? 

12. Do you see any issues with Peter’s question?

13. How will judgment take place?
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Some Suggested Answers

We opened with prayer.

Read Matthew 19:17-22

Matthew 19:17-22  (New International Version)

  17"Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." 

  18"Which ones?" the man inquired. 

      Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 19honor your father and mother,'[a] and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'[b]" 

  20"All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" 

  21Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

  22When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 19:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 

b. Matthew 19:19 Lev. 19:18 

Exodus 20:12-16 (New International Version)

 12 "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

 13 "You shall not murder. 

 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 

 15 "You shall not steal. 

 16 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

Deuteronomy 5:16-20 (New International Version)

 16 "Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 

 17 "You shall not murder. 

 18 "You shall not commit adultery. 

 19 "You shall not steal. 

 20 "You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.

Leviticus 19:18 (New International Version)

 18 " 'Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against one of your people, but love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD.

1. What is the young man’s internal problem?

No Peace – trying to find peace with his own good works and his stuff – he needs an internal change.

Keep the commandments - That is, do what God has commanded. [Jesus] in the next verses informs him what He meant by the commandments. ... The young man thought he had kept them, and was relying on them for salvation. ... Christ did not mean to say that any man would be saved by the works of the law, for the Bible teaches plainly that such will not be the case, Romans 3:20, Romans 3:28; Romans 4:6; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:9; 2 Timothy 1:9. ... Jesus ... saw he was depending on his works ... Barnes' Notes on the Bible
What lack I yet?  (τ ετ υστερω?) Here is a psychological paradox. He claims to have kept all these commandments and yet he was not satisfied. He had an uneasy conscience and Jesus called him to something that he did not have. He thought of goodness as quantitative (a series of acts) and not qualitative (of the nature of God). Robertson's Word Pictures of the New Testament

… know that a man is not justified by observing the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in Christ Jesus that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by observing the law, because by observing the law no one will be justified. Galatians 2:16

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10

2. What does it sound like he is really asking? 

How do I get God to love me so I can have peace.

A similar question was posted by a young Martin Luther, who continued to be plagued by doubt throughout his life.

3. Did Jesus say he lacked anything? 

Not in this Gospel. But in the Luke 18 account Jesus does say there is one thing he lacks – complete commitment to the Christ.

Lu 18:18-30. The Rich Young Ruler and Discourse Thereon. This case presents some remarkable points. (1) The man was of irreproachable moral character; and this amidst all the temptations of youth, for he was a "young man" (Mt 19:22), and wealth, for "he was very rich" (Lu 18:23; Mr 10:22). (2) But restless notwithstanding, his heart craves eternal life. (3) Unlike the "rulers," to whose class he belonged (Lu 18:18), he so far believed in Jesus as to be persuaded He could authoritatively direct him on this vital point. (4) So earnest is he that he comes "running" and even "kneeling before Him," and that when He was gone forth into the war (Mr 10:17)-the high-road, by this time crowded with travellers to the passover; undeterred by the virulent opposition of the class he belonged to as a "ruler" and by the shame he might be expected to feel at broaching such a question in the hearing of a crowd and on the open road. Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
4. How did the young man know he lacked? 

He was successful – but he was still empty.

All these, &c.-"what lack I yet?" adds Matthew (Mt 19:20). Ah! this gives us a glimpse of his heart. Doubtless he was perfectly sincere; but something within whispered to him that his keeping of the commandments was too easy a way of getting to heaven. He felt something beyond this to be necessary; after keeping all the commandments he was at a loss to know what that could be; and he came to Jesus just upon that point. "Then," says Mark (Mr 10:21), "Jesus beholding him loved him," or "looked lovingly upon him." His sincerity, frankness, and nearness to the kingdom of God, in themselves most winning qualities, won our Lord's regard even though he turned his back upon Him-a lesson to those who can see nothing lovable save in the regenerate. Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Bible Commentary
5. Does this mean we need to sell everything we own?

Only if our stuff is preventing complete commitment to Christ.

At the time Doug entered the Jesuit Novitiate, he reports that he walked through the front door with a small suitcase and a guitar. He said that it was very liberating to be able to travel so light. Of course, everything else was provided for, which made that experience very unique.

Yet lackest thou one thing - Namely, to love God more than mammon. Our Saviour knew his heart, and presently put him upon a trial which laid it open to the ruler himself. And to cure his love of the world, which could not in him be cured otherwise, Christ commanded him to sell all that he had. But he does not command us to do this; but to use all to the glory of God. Wesley's Notes
6. Isn’t it amazing how Jesus deals with people one on one and takes the time to create a relationship with them?

We talked about Nicodemus… the woman at the well… the woman caught in adultery… Jesus is so caring. And he doesn’t have a “cookie cutter” approach for people.

7. Isn’t it amazing that some people still walk away from Jesus?

Many have a great deal in them very commendable, yet perish for lack of some one thing; so this ruler could not bear Christ's terms, which would part between him and his estate. Many who are loth to leave Christ, yet do leave him. After a long struggle between their convictions and their corruptions, their corruptions carry the day. They are very sorry that they cannot serve both; but if one must be quitted, it shall be their God, not their wordly gain. Their boasted obedience will be found mere outside show; the love of the world in some form or other lies at the root. Men are apt to speak too much of what they have left and lost, of what they have done and suffered for Christ, as Peter did. But we should rather be ashamed that there has been any regret or difficulty in doing it. Matthew Henry's Concise Commentary
Read Matthew 19:23-30

Matthew 19:23-30 (New International Version)

  23Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

  25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 

  26Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

  27Peter answered him, "We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?" 

  28Jesus said to them, "I tell you the truth, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother[a] or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred times as much and will inherit eternal life. 30But many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first.

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 19:29 Some manuscripts mother or wife 

8. Can a camel go through the eye of a needle?

No. There is a reference to one gate to the city going by this name and a camel really has to get down to get through it. When we talk about salvation – which is the context of this passage – this does not apply because if the camel can work his way through the gate then Jesus is saying we can work our way into heaven. As we apply this teaching to our Christian lives we liked the idea of getting rid of the garbage and the baggage and the junk in order to be a more fully devoted follower of Christ. 

As we know, our Good Works cannot save us. They're only a reflection of faith.

It is easier for a camel to go through a needle's eye  (ευκοπωτερον εστιν καμηλον δια τρηματος ραφιδος εισελθειν). Jesus, of course, means by this comparison, whether an eastern proverb or not, to express the impossible. The efforts to explain it away are jejune like a ship's cable, καμιλον or ραφις as a narrow gorge or gate of entrance for camels which recognized stooping, etc. All these are hopeless, for Jesus pointedly calls the thing "impossible" (verse MT 19:26). The Jews in the Babylonian Talmud did have a proverb that a man even in his dreams did not see an elephant pass through the eye of a needle (Vincent). The Koran speaks of the wicked finding the gates of heaven shut "till a camel shall pass through the eye of a needle." But the Koran may have got this figure from the New Testament. The word for an ordinary needle is ραφις, but, Luke (Lu 18:25) employs βελονη, the medical term for the surgical needle not elsewhere in the N.T.  Robertson's Word Pictures of the New Testament

9. Then what does the rich man contribute to his salvation?

Nothing.

Naked we were born, and naked shall we die … and we can't even take a carry-on.

With men this is impossible - God alone can take the love of the world out of the human heart. Therefore the salvation of the rich is represented as possible only to him: and indeed the words seem to intimate, that it requires more than common exertions of Omnipotence to save a rich man. Clarke's Commentary on the Bible
10. What doe the poor man contribute to his salvation? 

Same as the rich man.

Verse 26. This (τοῦτο). Not the salvation of rich men, but salvation in general. It is in answer to the question, who can be saved ? Man cannot save himself nor his fellow. God only can save him. Vincent's Word Studies
11. How has verse 26 been true in your life? 

Verse 26. “Jesus looked at them and said, 'With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.' “

I shared about the healing of my leg. Several other miracles were shared.

With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible. This means that human efforts alone cannot save a man. The young man was zealous in keeping the commandments, but there was a great lack. The grace of God only can save. It can break down the trust in wealth, take away the love of wealth, and fill the heart with the love of Christ. It is the love of money, not money, that is the root of all evil. See 1Ti 6:10. A pauper may love money as much as a millionaire. People's New Testament
12. Do you see any issues with Peter’s question?

Verse 27: “Peter answered him, 'We have left everything to follow you! What then will there be for us?' ”

Only that he was thinking mostly of Peter.

behold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee. Though their worldly substance was not so large as the young man's, they had not such estates to sell, nor that to give to the poor, he had; yet all that they had they left for Christ's sake, their parents, wives, children, houses, and worldly employments, by which they supported themselves and families; and became the disciples and followers of Christ, embraced his doctrines, submitted to his commands, imitated him in the exercise of grace, and discharge of duty, denying themselves, and suffering many hardships on his account: wherefore it is asked, Gill's Exposition of the Entire Bible
What then shall we have?  (τ αρα εστα ημιν?) A pathetic question of hopeless lack of comprehension. Robertson's Word Pictures of the New Testament

13. How will judgment take place?

By grace through faith in Jesus – period.

We closed with prayer.

Parallel Texts

	The rich man inquiring 
	Matt. 19:16-26 
	Mark 10:17-27 
	Luke 18:18-27 


The rich man inquiring 

	Matt. 19:16-26 
	Mark 10:17-27 
	Luke 18:18-27 

	The Rich Young Man 

 16Now a man came up to Jesus and asked, "Teacher, what good thing must I do to get eternal life?" 

 17"Why do you ask me about what is good?" Jesus replied. "There is only One who is good. If you want to enter life, obey the commandments." 

 18"Which ones?" the man inquired. 

   Jesus replied, " 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, 19honor your father and mother,'[a] and 'love your neighbor as yourself.'[b]" 

 20"All these I have kept," the young man said. "What do I still lack?" 

 21Jesus answered, "If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

 22When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 23Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

 25When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 

 26Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."

Footnotes:

a. Matthew 19:19 Exodus 20:1216; Deut. 5:16-20 

b. Matthew 19:19 Lev. 19:18 


	The Rich Young Man 

 17As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. "Good teacher," he asked, "what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 18"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 19You know the commandments: 'Do not murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother.'[a]" 

 20"Teacher," he declared, "all these I have kept since I was a boy." 

 21Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. "Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

 22At this the man's face fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

 23Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!" 

 24The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, "Children, how hard it is[b] to enter the kingdom of God! 25It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

 26The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, "Who then can be saved?" 

 27Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but not with God; all things are possible with God."

Footnotes:

a. Mark 10:19 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 

b. Mark 10:24 Some manuscripts is for those who trust in riches 


	The Rich Ruler 

 18A certain ruler asked him, "Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?" 

 19"Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good—except God alone. 20You know the commandments: 'Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do not steal, do not give false testimony, honor your father and mother.'[a]" 

 21"All these I have kept since I was a boy," he said. 

 22When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 

 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth. 24Jesus looked at him and said, "How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God! 25Indeed, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 

 26Those who heard this asked, "Who then can be saved?" 

 27Jesus replied, "What is impossible with men is possible with God."

Footnotes:

a. Luke 18:20 Exodus 20:12-16; Deut. 5:16-20 




For Additional Study

Online Resources

Book of Concord in PDF Format, The Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod <http://www.lcms.org/graphics/assets/media/LCMS/TrigBOC.pdf> (2MB file)

These texts are in the public domain and may be copied and distributed freely. The source of these translations is Triglot Concordia: The Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1921).

A number of important Lutheran texts can be found in the Belief and Practice section of the website of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod: http://www.lcms.org/pages/internal.asp?NavID=112
John S. C. Abbott and Jacob Abbott, Illustrated New Testament 
http://www.studylight.org/com/ain/ 

Albert Barnes, Notes on the New Testament 
http://www.studylight.org/com/bnn/ 

Harold F. Buls
http://www.pericope.org/buls-notes/index.html and
http://www.iclnet.org/pub/resources/text/wittenberg/wittenberg-bul.html 
 Adapted from Exegetical Notes, Series A, Festival Season Sundays, Gospel Texts, by Harold H. Buls, Concordia Theological Seminary Press: Ft Wayne IN, 1980

The Adam Clarke Commentary 
http://www.studylight.org/com/acc/ 

Burton Coffman, Commentary on the Whole Bible 
http://www.studylight.org/com/bcc/ 

John Darby, Synopsis of the Bible 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/darby/matthew1.htm 

The Greek Interlinear Bible, 
http://www.scripture4all.org/OnlineInterlinear/Greek_Index.htm

 HYPERLINK "http://www.scripture4all.org/OnlineInterlinear/Greek_Index.htm"

Based on NA26/27. A word-by-word translation of the Greek New Testament.

David Guzik, Commentaries on the Bible 
http://www.studylight.org/com/guz/ 

The Geneva Study Bible 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/geneva/matthew1.htm 

John Gill, Exposition of the Bible 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/gill/matthew1.htm 

Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible (Complete)
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/mh/matthew1.htm 

Matthew Henry, Commentary on the Whole Bible (Concise)
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/mhc/matthew1.htm

Jamieson, Faussett and Brown, Commentary Critical and Explanatory on the Whole Bible
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/jfb/matthew1.htm 

B.W. Johnson, People's New Testament 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/johnson/matthew1.htm 

John Lightfoot, Bible Commentary 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/light/matthew1.htm 

Martin Luther, Commentary on Galatians 
http://www.studylight.org/com/mlg/ 

J. W. McGarvey, Original Commentary on Acts 
http://www.studylight.org/com/oca/ 

J. W. McGarvey and Philip Y. Pendleton, The Fourfold Gospel (also known as "Harmony Of the Four Gospels") 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/four/matthew1.htm 

Alexander Maclaren's commentaries on the books of the Bible (various titles) 
http://www.gutenberg.org/browse/authors/m#a2330 

The NET Bible. <http://bible.org/netbible/> A completely new translation of the Bible with 60,932 translators’ notes. It was completed by more than 25 scholars – experts in the original biblical languages – who worked directly from the best currently available Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek texts. Excellent notes, citing both the Greek and Hebrew, as needed. Greek and Hebrew fonts available without cost.

A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures of the New Testament 
http://www.studylight.org/com/rwp/ 

C. I. Scofield, The Scofield Reference Notes (1917 Edition)
http://www.studylight.org/com/srn/ 

Charles H. Spurgeon, The Treasury of David 
http://www.studylight.org/com/tod/ 

R.A. Torrey, The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge 
http://www.studylight.org/com/tsk/ 

W.E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words
http://www.antioch.com.sg/bible/vines/ 

John Wesley, Explanatory Notes on the Whole Bible 
http://www.ewordtoday.com/comments/matthew/wesley/matthew1.htm  

Other Additional Resources:
http://www.hymnsandcarolsofchristmas.com/SPLC/Motley%20Crew%20Research%20Resources.html
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Davies, Benjamin, ed., Baker's Pocket Harmony of the Gospels (Baker Book House, 1975). Formerly printed as Harmony of the Four Gospels.

Goodrick, Edward W. and John R. Kohlenberger III, eds., The Strongest NIV Exhaustive Concordance (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999). This is the second edition, originally published as the Zondervan NIV Exhaustive Concordance. It was originally published as The NIV Exhaustive Concordance. It should be distinguished from The NIV Complete Concordance by the same authors.

Green, Jay P., ed., The Interlinear Greek-English New Testament. Vol. IV. Second Edition. (Hendrickson Publishers, 1985)

Halley, Henry H., Halley's Bible Handbook. New Revised Edition (24th Edition). (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1965)

Hickie, W.J., Greek-English Lexicon to the New Testament (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1977). This is a reprint of an older edition, originally published by Macmillan, August. 1893. A contemporary review described this as "A handy little volume, compiled on sound principles from trustworthy authorities." The 1911 edition is available online and for download at http://openlibrary.org/b/OL17866849M/Greek-English_lexicon_to_the_New_Testament 

Hoerber, Robert G., ed., Concordia Self-Study Bible. NIV (Great Rapids, Zondervan: 1973, 1984).

Lenski, R.C.H., The Interpretation of St. Matthew's Gospel (Minneapolis: Augsburg Publishing House, 1943, reprinted 1964)

The Lutheran Study Bible (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2009).

Nave, Orville J., ed., Nave's Topical Bible (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1979)

New Bible Dictionary. Second Edition. (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1962)

Nicoll, W. Robertson, The Greek Expositor's Testament. Vol. 1. Five Volumes. (New York: George H. Doran Co., ca. 1910). Excellent notes on the Greek text and summaries of commentators. Available at Google Books ( www.books.google.com ) and the Internet Archive ( www.archive.org - easier to find here than at Google Books).

NIV Archeological Study Bible (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2005)

Alexander Maclaren, Expositions of Holy Scripture (Text from Project Gutenberg) 

Robertson, A.T., Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville: Holman Reference, 2000). This “Concise Edition” is derived from the six-volume work by Robertson published in 1933. Robertson was also the author of 45 books, including numerous commentaries, a Harmony of the Gospels, etc. Also available online

Rogers, Cleon L. Jr., and Cleon L. Rogers III, eds., The New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing House, 1998). This is the second edition of the excellent work by Fritz Rienecker, A Linguistic Key to the Greek New Testament, translated and edited by Cleon L. Rogers, Jr.
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